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FELLOWSHIP  of  FOUNDERS ,  GREETINGS! 

Once  more  your  Founder  directors  salute  you  as  we  enter  into  another  New  Year. 
This  may  not  mean  much  to  you,  but  we  assure  you  it  does  mean  a  very  great  deal 
to  us.  You  see,  we  have  always  worked  on  the  theory  -  “Once  a  Founder,  always 
a  Founder,"  and  so  you  may  rest  assured  we  shall  never  forget  you. 


And  what  a  thrill  we  do  get  when  an  old  camper  or  leader  from  "way  back  when"  or 
even  not  so  very  much  "way  back,"  obeys  that  impulse  to  drop  a  note  to  their 
friends  in  the  Founder  office  •  •  .  just  for  old  times’  sake.  We  have  a  very 
distinct  feeling  that  you  get  a  thrill  out  of  it,  too,  judging  from  the  tone  of 
your  letters. 

Yes,  this  is  an  invitation  to  you  to  renew  contacts.  Drop  us  a  note,  tell  us 
where  you  are,  what  you  are  doing,  single  or  married  .  •  •  something  about  your 
lovely  children  -  your  job  -  and  all  that.  It  will  do  you  good  to  sit  down  and 
have  a  chat  with  your  Founder  friends,  and  best  of  all,  you  will  do  us  a  lot  of 
good. 

The  calendar-blotter  will  serve  to  remind  you  of  camp  •  •  •  the  whole  year  round. 
How  many  faces  of  faculty  members  oan  you  identify? 

Our  wish  for  you  is  that  the  New  Year  ....  which  marks  another  milestone  in 
your  life  .  .  •  may  bring  with  it  a  new  zest  for  living  life  at  its  best.  May 

doubt  and  confusion  and  disillusionment  give  way  to  a  truer  appreciation  of  the 
more  abiding  values  of  life.  Most  thoughtfully  do  We  express  the  hope  that  like 
Him,  you  may  truly  increase  in  Wisdom  and  Stature  and  in  Favor  with  God  and  Man. 


Yours  in  true  fellowship, 

Horace  -  Marie  E.  Shaver 
Dad  -  R.  A,  Waite 
Wadjepi  -  P.  G.  Orwig 
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DATES 


CAMP 


Younger  Girls,  Ages  11-15  - 


Ages  15-17  - 

Younger  Boys,  Ages  11-15  - 


Ages  15-17  - 


CAMP  HINIWANCA 

7  Week  Period  .  • 
First  4  Week  Term 
Second  4  Week  Term 
Pre-Senior  Camp 


•  * 


7  Week  Period  •  •  • 
First  4  Week  Term  . 
Second  4  Week  Term 
Pre-Senior,  8  Weeks 
”  "  6  Weeks 

”  "  4  Weeks 


V  'Vn  {  tV 


•  June  18 
.  June  18 

•  July  9 
.  July  9 


August  5 
July  15 
August  5 
August  19 


June  19  -  August  5 
June  19  -  July  15 
July  9  -  August  5 

July  9  -  September  2 

July  23  -  September  2 
August  5  -  September  2 


Older  Girls,  Ages  16-22 


August  5  -  August  19 


Older  Boys,  Ages  16-22  . . August  19  -  September  2 


CAMP  mROWVISTA 

Camp  Merrowvista  dates  will  be  announced  in  a  later  issue  of  The  Founder  Fire. 
There  is  a  possibility  of  changing  the  dates  of  the  senior  camps  to  the  latter 
part  of  the  summer.  The  question  of  whether  a  younger  boys’  camp  should  be 
started  this  coming  season  or  in  1936  is  also  being  considered  by  the  Merrowvista 
Division  Committee  which  has  been  given  full  authority  by  the  trustees  of  the 
Foundation  to  make  those  decisions. 

Full  information  will  go  out  to  Merrowvista  campers  and  leaders  at  the  earliest 
possible  date. 


A  New  Year l 


Not  bound  to  a  path  like  the  circling  earth. 
Not  a  year  of  fortune,  joy  and  mirth. 

But  a  year  of  vistas,  widening,  changing. 

A  year  of  facing,  fighting,  ran ging. 

Happy,  if  chance  will  make  it  so. 

And  bright,  unless  the  fire  is  low. 

But  new! 

A  New  Year!  * 

Not  for  the  weakling  heart  that  fears 
The  challenges  of  changing  years. 

But  for  the  strong,  the  wise,  the  bold. 

Who  dare  to  see  the  years  unfold, 

Who  dare  to  think  and  feel  and  seek 
In  dark  abyss,  on  mountain  peak 
The  New! 


(Hubert  Williams  Kelley) 


This  is  my  message  to  you  for  1935. 


-  Minisino  -  Wm.  H.  Danforth 


CHRISTIAN  CHARACTER  EDUCATION  IN  HIGH  SCHOOLS 

During  the  month  of  January  a  special  drive  is  being  made  to  introduce  the  now 
famous  SLATER  PLAN  in  at  least  one  hundred  different  high  schools. 

This  plan  calls  for  the  awarding  of  a  full  scholarship  at  either  Camp  Miniwanca 
or  Camp  Merrowvista  to  an  outstanding  high  school  Junior  or  Senior  who  shall  be 
selected  for  this  honor  on  the  six-fold  basis  of  character,  physical  fitness, 
scholarship,  service,  leadership  in  school  and  leadership  in  church. 

Business  men's  clubs,  educational  groups,  church  organizations  and  private  indi¬ 
viduals  may  sponsor  the  plan.  Action  should  be  taken  at  once  to  get  this  under 
way  before  the  start  of  the  second  semester.  Right  away,  will  you  send  us  the 
name  of  a  local  leader  to  whom  we  may  send  information? 


#3 

AMD  BEFORE  WE  SET  MAX  FROM  THE  SUBJECT  - 

figure  out  for  yourself  what  it  will  mean  to  the  students  of  your  local  high 
school  to  have  before  them  this  year-round  ’'provocation  to  good  works . "  An 
outstanding  young  leader  will  be  helped  by  the  camp  training.  The  school  will 
have  unofficial  contact  with  a  great  world-wide  Christian  character  education 
and  leadership  training ’ organization.  The  message  of  four-fold  balanced  living 
from  the  Founder  camps  will  be  brought  back  to  the  student  body  .  .  .  and  it  will 
give  the  individual  or  organization  that  offers  the  scholarship  a  dividend  produc¬ 
ing  character  project.  These  are  but  a  few  of  the  good  results  of  the  working 
out  of  this  plan. 

And  I  am  thinking  now  of  the  High  Schools  where  this  will  not  be  done,  and  like¬ 
wise  the  Schools  where  it  will  be  done  .  .  .  because  you  didn’t  or  blD. 

SINCE  THE  CHAT  SHEET  I/'/ENT  OUT 

♦ 

we  have  reoeived  scores  of  communications  from  campers  and  leaders  .  •  •  changes 
of  address,  items  of  information,  news  of  other  campers,  marriages,  deaths, 
births-,  personal  appreciations  of  Founder  camp  experiences,  and  the  like.  Some 
letters  from  campers  we  have  not  heard  from  for  years  and  years.  Written  yours? 

WORLD  WIDE  FOUNDERS 

It  always  gives  us  a  kick  to  see  the  foreign  mail  come  in  from  Founders  scattered 
over  the  face  of  the  earth.  Our  Founder  Fellowship  knows  no  geographical  bounds, 
nor  any  other  bounds  for  that  matter. 

Day  before  yesterday,  came  Si  Mack’s  second  epistle  from  South  America,  plus  a 
personal  letter  to  the  Director.  Writes  Si  -  "I  have  taken  more  than  600  Gra- 
flex  pictures  and  some  six  thousand  feet  of  movies”  and  what  sparkling,  breezy, 
and  picturesque  letters  Si  does  write.  Wish  we  had  the  space  to  share  them  with 
you. 

i  *  *  . 

Si  is  on  a  three  months’  picture-taking  survey  of  Central  and  South  America  in 
the  interest  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  of  which  Board  Si  is 
a  staff  member. 

-  •  *•  ~  *  m  •>•••'  *•».■*  I] 

THERE  CAME  TO  THE  OFFICE  THE  OTHER  DAY 


a  communication  from  an  old  camper  saying:  "I  am  going  to  send  my  younger  sister 
to  camp  this  summer.  I  want  to  save  the  money  for  her  through  the  Camp  Savings 
Club.  Here  is  the  first  payment.” 

Cliff  Wheeler  sent  his  dandy  twelve,  year  old  brother  to  Younger  Boys’  Camp  last 
summer,  and  what  a  boy  Eddie  proved  to  be.  He  can  have  the  whole  camp  any  time 
he  wants  it  ...  .  that’s  what  we  think  of  camper  Eddie.  And  a  bow  to  you. 
Cliff;  you  have  made  a  great  and  lasting  investment  in  your  young  brother. 

TO  DON’T  YOU,  DEAR  READER, 

join  the  Camp  Savings  Club  -  for  yourself  or  a  friend?  You  can’t  lose  by  it, 
for  if  anything  happens  to  prevent  your  going  to  oamp,  all  money  paid  in  will  be 
refunded  in  full,  without  penalty.  You  can  begin  right  away  ,  .  •  any  amount. 
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start  the  New  Year  right  -  systematically  saving  for  some  good  purpose.  Your 
mother  and  dad  will  be  interested  in  the  plan.  START  NOW. 

SPEAKING  OF  THE  CAMP  SAVINGS  CLUB  » 

here  is  really  a  knockout  -  if  you  will  pardon  our  enthusiastic  language.  Boy, 
oh  boy,  hold  your  breath.  A  Founder  friend,  never  been  a  camper  or  leader, 
whose  younger  sister  was  at  Miniwanca  last  summer  •  .  •  hold  your  breath  .  •  has 
entered  her  two  brothers  and  sister  in  the  Camp  Savings  Club  for  the  1935  camps. 
"Easy"  says  you,  ’’she  must  have  lots  of  money.”  ’’Easy  my  eye”  says  we,  ’’There’s 
where  you’re  all  wrong;  she’s  doing  this  at  a  real  personal  sacrifice." 


WE  HAVE  NO  DUES  FOR  MEMBERSHIP  IN  THE  FOUNDER  FELLOWSHIP 

If  you  have  ever  been  to  camp,  as  camper  or  leader,  YOU  BELONG  ...  no  matter 
where  you  go  or  what  you  are  doing  ...  and  we  are  never  going  to  forget  you.  A 
fine  service  that  the  members  of  the  Fellowship  render  each  year  is  that  of  making 
available  funds  for  scholarship  use  for  worthy  campers  and  leaders  who  need  help 
in  order  to  return  to  Miniwanca  or  Merrowvista  for  training. 

THIS  SERVICE  IS  RENDERED  IN  A  QUIET  WAY 

through  the  Founder  Dime  Coin  Card  plan.  There  are  twenty  holes  in  the  card  for 
twenty  dimes  -  $2.00.  It  does  not  take  long  to  fill  a  card  when  you,  dad, 
mother,  brother,  sister,  the  next-door  neighbor,  your  pal,  your  girl  or  boy 
friend,  the  grocer,  ice-man,  preacher  and  chief  of  police,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
mayor,  all  put  in  a  dime.  It’s  good  fun,  too,  for  it  gives  you  twenty  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  tell  friends  about  the  Founder  Camps. 

SQM  OF  YOU 

don’t  want  to  bother  with  the  coin  card  and  prefer  to  write  your  check  for  two 
dollars  (and  many  of  you  for  more,  for  which  we  do  thank  you).  This  plan  has  our 
hearty  approval.  And  it  gives  you  the  personal  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
what  some  one  made  possible  for  you  when  you  were  a  camper,  you  are  now  in  this 
small  way  helping  others  to  obtain.  Of  course,  one  does  sometimes  forget,  and 
so  I  suggest  that  you  obey  that  impulse  and  send  your  check  or  money  order  TODAY. 

PLEASE  REMEMBER  -  AND  THIS  WILL  INTEREST  YOU  - 

that  every  penny  that  comes  in  from  these  coin  cards,  checks,  and  money  orders, 
is  used  for  the  Scholarship  Fund  of  the  Founder  Camps.  That’s  100%.  So  you  may 
collect  your  dimes  or  write  your  check  happily,  knowing  that  your  appreciation 
gift  will  be  used  the  way  you  desire.  Coin  cards  will  be  mailed  around  February 
1st.  If  your  card  should  fail  to  reach  you,  write  us  promptly.  AND  BEGIN  SAVING 
YOUR  DIMS  NOW. 

I  DARE  YOU 

Just  a  brief  note  to  tell  you  that  this  challenging  book,  written  by  Minisino,  is 
having  a  wide  circulation.  Teachers  in  public  and  private  schools  are  finding 
it  of  immense  value  in  their  work.  It’s  great  to  hand  to  a  pupil  or  student 
you  are  especially  trying  to  help.  You  can  get  a  lot  of  short  talk  ideas  from 
the  book  .  .  .  great  for  a  Sunday  School  teacher  or  a  professional  or  volunteer 


//  r~ 

leader  in  such  organizations  as  Scouts,  Hi-Y,  Girl  Reserves,  etc.  One  college 
Y.M.C.A.  has  some  sixty  copies  in  circulation.  Price  $1.10  prepaid.  Order 
direct  from  I  DARE  YOU  COMMITTEE,  835  S*  8th  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  No  personal 
profits  are  made  from  the  sale  of  this  "book. 

AGAIN  -  THE  QUESTIONNAIRE 

Three  more  campers  have  made  good  in  the  filling  of  their  camp-prescriptions. 
Several  others  are  almost  over  the  line.  Founder-reader,  where  in  the  race  are 
you?  Our  congratulations  are  extended  at  this  time  to  William  C.  Acosta  of 
Kentucky,  Howard  Angermeyer  of  Wisconsin,  and  Lois  Deyton  of  North  Carolina. 

THE  MERROWVISTA  DIVISION  COMMITTEE 

is  hard  at  work  on  plans  for  the  coming  season.  A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  held  in  New  York  City,  November  15-16,  was  attended  by  Trustees  Alfred  H. 
Avery,  William  H.  Danforth,  Lansing  F.  Smith  and  P.  G.  Orwig.  H.  C.  Mayer  and 
Professor  E.  H.  Schell  of  the  Merrowvista  Division  Committee  were  also  present. 

The  Merrowvista  Division  Committee  was  organized  last  Spring  by  official  action 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  The  American  Youth  Foundation.  By  placing  the  res¬ 
ponsibility  for  the  promotion  of  the  New  Hampshire  camp  in  the  hands  of  a  care¬ 
fully  selected  group  of  workers  residing  in  Merrowvista  Division  territory,  it  is 
believed  that  the  enrollment  of  the  camps  will  be  greatly  increased  and  that  there 
will  be  better  opportunity  for  intensive  follow-up  and  development  of  the  work  in 
the  between-camp  period.  All  Eastern  campers  and  leaders  in  the  area  served  by 
Camp  Merrowvista  are  asked  to  put  their  sturdiest  shoulder  to  the  wheel  to  back 
up  Mr.  Avery,  the  President  of  our  New  Hampshire  corporation  and  Herbert  C.  Mayer, 
’’Kicica”  -  who  has  been  named  Director  of  our  Merrowvista  Division  work. 

OVER  IN  LONDON 

Dorothy  Rock  (Climbers  grad  ’31)  sister  of  Don  and  Edith  Rock  of  St.  Paul,  is 
having  a  most  interesting  experience  at  Kingsley  Hall,  Powis  Road,  Bow,  Says 
Dorothy*  ’’Saw  the  Hodders  when  I  first  came  to  London  -  Guess  it  holds  true 
about  a  Founder  in  every  port.  Wish  some  of  the  delightful  young  people  from 
here  oould  visit  Miniwanca.  Incidentally,  I  often  make  good  use  of  my  old  camp 
notes  here.  Greetings  to  all'  -  especially  the  Climbers." 

AGAIN  WE  SAY  -  SEND  US  YOUR  CORRECT  ADDRESS 

And  again  we  say  SEND  US  THE  NAMES  AND  ADDRESSES  OF  CAMP  PROSPECTS.  We  want  YOU 
to  help  pick  the  1935  campers.  A  special  monthly  letter  is  scheduled  to  go  to 
prospects  beginning  February  1.  STOP I  THINK!  Send  us  those  names  -  before 
you  forget. 

WANT  A  YOUTH  WEEK  CONFERENCE 

in  your  church?  Write  for  information.  Only  &  few  open  dates  left. 

FINALLY 

To  you.  Founder  friend,  our  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  for  your  fine  team¬ 
work  during  the  past  year.  Back  us  with  your  best  and  we  will  promise  to  make 
1935  a  genuine  year  of  GROWTH.  Let’s  move  forward  ’’shoulders  together.” 


